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From the Editor  
by 

Mark J. Redmond  
  
 As most of you know by now, National Train 
Day was a rousing success.  Many of you have 
given me credit for making this such a success 
and I thank you for that.  However, it was a 
team effort.  Dave Luca called me and asked 
me if I would be interested in helping out since 
I do the newsletter.  From there, I just took the 
ball and ran with it.  I received a lot of help 
from many of you on who to contact for 
publicity in both TV and newspapers.  Then, 
there were those of you that did the dirty work. 
Those that cleaned the equipment, got the 
engines in shape and removed barriers so 
visitors could see more.  Without that, the 
caboose rides would not have happened.  
Without all of you who volunteered to come out 
on that hot day and man all the equipment, it 
would have just been another day to look at 
our equipment from the outside. Without all of 
you, there would be no one to talk to our 
guests and tell them about what they were 
looking at or just talk about our museum.  
Thanks to those who manned the tent at the 
entrance, to explain to guests of the event. 
 I was just the guy in front of the camera and 
the guy who helped organize the event.  It was 
all of us! We all , as a museum, made this 
event successful.  We should all be very 
proud.  We received a lot of compliments on 
how well we did. 
 I suspect this will become an annual event.  
For those who are thinking why don’t we do 
this when it’s cooler?  Well, after this 

successful event, I am sure we will look into 
that. 
Again thank you all for helping. 

I always welcome your input and feedback.  I 
can be reached at redmus@cox.net .  Thank 
you for your continued support. 
 

Desert Valley  
 
 Tom Klobas, while checking the Southern 
Railway archives, was able to dig up some new 
and interesting facts on the museums’ oldest 
car, the Desert Valley. 
  The Southern Railway Archives show the 
Desert Valley was constructed in 1879 but the 
manufacturer was not shown.  If it was built in 
Worchester, MA in that year, the manufacturer 
had to be Osgood Bradley, not Pullman.  
Osgood Bradley did not become a part of the 
Pullman Empire until 1930 when Pullman 
merged with Standard Steel Car.  Osgood 
Bradley is primarily known as a manufacturer 
of street cars but did build some standard rail 
passenger cars.  Tom was unsuccessful in 
finding any archives containing Osgood 
Bradley construction records from 1879. 
Pullman did not begin to build cars until 1881. 
    Built as a wooden car, the car was given a 
steel undercarriage and steel sheathing in 
1924.  It shows it contains sleeping quarters for 
6 passengers and 2 porters.  While with the 
Southern, it was mostly based in Washington, 
DC and its primary assignees were the Chief 
Engineer and his assistant.  
     It was number 101 with the South Carolina 
and Georgia Railroad.  When absorbed into 
the Southern Railway, (about 1900), it was 
initially given #115, then #111, then #11 in 
1912, followed by #9 in 1920, #6 in 1921 and 
finally #16 in 1946.  Tom could not find the 



��������� 	
Page 2 

exact date the Desert Valley was retired (post 
1965). 
 The search continues and any further news 
will be in future newsletters. 
   

ARM Closed for the summer  
 

Once again the heat is on and the museum 
will be closed for normal visiting hours. 
 The last day of the season will be Sunday 
May 31.  The museum will reopen for normal 
visitor hours on Saturday September 12. 
 While the museum does not have any 
scheduled open hours, special tours can be 
provided and work parties on Saturday 
mornings still continue. 

 
ATSF #405 update  

By Kenny Rhoads 

��
���� Since our Feb 18th update, much work has 
been completed by the volunteers here at ARM 
as well as a few outsiders.  
     The work on the roof has been completed. 
First, it was brushed with a grinder mounted 
wire wheel and completely cleaned of old 
paint. All seams and possible leaks were 
sealed.  A coat of Rustoleum metal primer was 
rolled on followed by a finish coat of Rustoleum 
Aluminum. All of the previous leaks were 
evidently repaired. We had quite a rain storm 
shortly after the painting with no leaks 
detected. Also, some of the old unused roof 
conduit has been removed. 
     The rear platform railings and traps were 
removed.  The old deck was disposed of in 
preparation of sandblasting. The car was then 
moved from its normal location within the 
museum to the end of track six. After all prep 
work was completed, and the scaffolding 
erected, Mike from Custom Sandblasting, 
began removing the old paint. Several 
members took a turn at handling the nozzle; 
however, most work was done by the pro.   
The sandblasting was completed Friday April 
10.  As soon as Mike was done, we cleaned 
the entire car in preparation for the painters. 
  The afternoon of April 10th, the primer epoxy 
coating was installed by Dave Springer of 

Springer Industrial here in Chandler. He used 
an electric-static procedure that was out of this 
world. Most of the volunteers, me included, 
had never seen this type of painting before. 
The car is grounded to the paint applicator and 
the high voltage draws the paint directly to the 
metal. The only air pressure used was to move 
the paint from the can to the strange looking 
nozzle. This process began around 1 p.m. and 
was completed around 4 p.m... With Dave on 
the scaffolding, we basically moved the car 
back and forth in front of him until the sides 
were painted. Now, keep in mind that even 
though the car now has a greenish tint to it, 
this is just a primer coat. The finish to Santa 
Fe-Pullman green will be applied in the same 
manner. We have some work to complete 
before the final painting. I will keep you posted 
on our progress. 

 
Restoration of the Fairmont S2 Car –  

Series D  
 
 Restoration has begun on the Fairmont S2 
Car – Series D.  Also known as a “putt putt”, 
speeder car, crew car and track motor car, this 
little guy sits just east of the Denehotso.   
ABOUT THE CAR 
·  Sold to – Phelps Dodge Corporation & 

shipped September 8, 1937  
·  Shipped to – Verde Tunnel & Smelter 

Railroad Company  
·  Engine – Fairmont QBA  
·  Carburetor – F6 (installed on engines 

developing 8 to 13 HP)  
·  Car was equipped with countershaft drive 

and windshield  
·  This car would be classified in the middle of 

standard section cars (ones having 6 to 8 
HP engines) and heavy duty cars (cars 
having 8 to 13 HP engines)  

·   Richard Raisenen furnished his truck & 
trailer and with help from Russ Lassuy, 
Andy Chin & Bart Barton brought the 
speeder car to ARM where upon George 
Barker assumed the lead for the restoration 
process. 
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A  SIDE STORY 
Years ago winter visitor, Rick Laws, bought a 
Fairmont QBA engine in his home state and 
was told it came from a speeder car.  He 
mounted it on a wheeled chassis so it could be 
moved around in his barn and started up so he 
and friends could hear it run.  His search to 
find what kind of car his engine belonged in 
included many conversations with older and 
retired railroad workers; visiting railroad 
museum libraries; attending speeder car rallies 
and questioning their attending members – all 
to no avail - until visiting ARM where an engine 
just like his sat in a car that was in desperate 
need of TLC.  He joined ARM specifically to 
meet George and help with the car’s 
restoration. 
RESTORATION PROGRESS 
·  George started the process by removing 

the belt tensioning mechanism as it was 
rusted solid. This was reconditioned and 
reinstalled.  

·  George and Rick assembled all necessary 
parts and started the engine in the spring of 
2008, thanks to receiving a Model T coil 
from Sammy Guthrie of Arizona Model A.  

·  In the fall of 2008, restoration of the chassis 
began by basically removing one part at a 
time, refurbishing it and after priming the 
metal reinstalling the part.  

·  Restoration of the chassis is basically 
complete.  

·  Rick made the Model T coil box and wood 
brake parts in his RV park woodshop. 

WHAT REMAINS TO BE DONE 
·  Painting  
·  Acquire and/or make some missing brake 

parts  
·  Make wood parts (big job) floorboards, 

fenders, seats, cross members, braces, etc.  
·  Assemble everything 
GOAL 
·  Proudly display the little car and run it up 

and down the tracks. 
 

Andy gets help  
 

 Andy would like to thank Paul Raia and Dan 
Melucci who were kind enough to hear Andy’s 
pleas and offered to join his engine crew. 

Motive power update  
By Andy Szabo 

 
Baldwin  
� � The rebuilt water pump has been 
reinstalled, with all associated hoses and 
piping.  A few more tasks remain before we 
can determine if the water pump was indeed 
the cause of the water in the crankcase. 
Plymouth 
 The air compressor failed again just seven 
days before National Train Day.   A frantic 
week of ordering parts, rebuilding the exhaust 
valve and reassembly of the compressor got it 
working again the day before the big event. 

For National Train Day, the Plymouth 
performed well pulling two cabooses, giving 
rides to hundreds of families.  Due to the hot 
weather and hard work from the locomotive, 
the engine did run hot and we had to shut it 
down a few times to cool. 

The locomotive gulped thirteen gallons of 
gasoline performing the day’s duties.  This 
works out to roughly 0.4 miles per gallon: not 
exactly award-winning fuel-efficiency, but well 
worth the fun we had! 
 

National Train Day  
By Mark J. Redmond  

 
On May 9th the museum participated in 

Amtak’s National Train Day.  It was a wildly 
successful event.  We had about 750 visitors 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m...  People started arriving 
about 8:30 a.m. and were still coming in even 
as we were closing. 

The city was a big help.  They did a press 
release about what was going on in Chandler 
for National Train Day. It included our press 
release.  This brought us great exposure in 
newspapers I believe it also got Channel 12 
News to come out and do a live broadcast from 
the Museum.  Producer Cary Quinn sent 
Caribe Divine and photographer Richard 
Prange to come out and do 3 live feeds.  For 2 
of those feeds I was interviewed and told 
everyone about the event. 

 After posting our event on the National Train 
Day website, I got a call from Marilee Banker, 
Sr. Field Marketing Officer for Amtrak’s Sunset 
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Limited.  She was excited that we were joining 
in and was kind enough to send us a whole 
bunch of giveaways, including 300 kids’ junior 
conductor hats which were given away at the 
greeting tent. 

Much to our amazement visitor numbers did 
not drop off as much as we expected.  All 
morning numbers showed an average of about 
150 visitors per hour but only dropped to about 
60 per hour in the afternoon. 

We had enough volunteers to have a docent 
in every passenger car, caboose and engine 
with a couple extra to walk around and give 
breaks for those in stationary spots. 

Andy Szabo was able to get the Plymouth 
running again and we did caboose rides until 
noon when the engine started to overheat. We 
did one more run later in the afternoon.  It was 
a big hit. 

The biggest attraction and most surprising, to 
some, were blowing the horn on the Baldwin.  
George Barker was in the cab all day and at 
times had people 12 deep waiting to get a look 
at the cab and blow that horn.  

With all the heat and people, the only 
casualty of the event was the air conditioner in 
the diner.  It stopped working the night before. 

There will be an article on the museum 
website with more details and the video from 
Channel 12’s broadcast. 

 
#504 Pleasure Dome  

 
 Work continues on the #504.  Russ Lassuy, 

Art Bliss, Craig Shields and Ken Dickinson 
have been busy installing the east side 
windows in the dome.  The tough part will be 
figuring out the jigsaw puzzle that is the trim 
used on the inside of the windows to cover the 
mounting screws.  The inside is coming along 
nicely too.  The walls have been stripped and 
new sidings installed. 

 
Museum gets a new car  

 
 Courtesy of the Arizona Eastern Railroad, in 

April, the museum acquired an anode flat car.  
An anode flat car hauls large copper anodes, 
thus the short bulkheads at both ends. 

Our car is a 70-ton wood deck flat car 53'6" 
long with a deck area of 535 sq ft. The car is 
unique in that the frame largely consists of a 
one piece steel casting.  It was built in June, 
1966 by General Steel Corp at Granite City, 
Illinois, possibly for the Rock Island.  It is called 
a "Commonwealth" type car (the plant was 
formerly owned by Commonwealth Steel) and 
was rather ubiquitous during that period.  It 
was used in general freight service.  The SP 
subsequently obtained it and became part of 
the SP 7000xx-series. Forty-five cars 
apparently made up this series, but the AER 
folks could not tell me the number it had when 
they obtained it.  The SP class designation for 
this car was F-70-92G.  In April of 1986, it was 
apparently reconfigured into an anode flat car 
by Gunderson Industries. 

 
Looking for help  

 
 Andy Szabo is looking to add to his team of 
locomotive mechanics.  He and George have 
done a lot to keep our motive power running 
but it is only the two of them.  Andy would 
really like someone with a technical or 
mechanical background but it is not required.  
A benefit to working on the engines is that you 
may be able to operate the locomotives.  See 
Andy almost any Saturday morning at the 
museum.  You can contact Andy at 
andyszabo@cox.net 
  

Need a New Docent Coordinator  
 

 We are looking for someone to be the docent 
coordinator.  Al Ramsey is no longer able do 
this position.  If anyone can help, please 
contact Tom Klobas at klobas@cox.net  . This 
is a very important role. 
 Al thank you for doing the past 2 years! 

 
Welcome New Members  

 
·  Ken Wilhelm 
·  Nick Edwards 
·  Lance Erickson 
·  Judy Covington 
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The south vestibule on the # 580 has been closed off and lighting installed. 

 

 
Mike from ‘Custom Sandblasting’ sand blasts the #405. 
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Dave Springer of ‘Springer Industrial’ of Chandler applies the primer using an electric-static paint gun. 

 

 
It doesn’t get much better than this, kids having fun in the T. C. & G.B. caboose.  I took this picture 

for a family who forgot their camera.  Son and daughter of visitor Jared Crapo 



��������� 	
Page 7 

 

 
Rick Laws works on the axle of the VT &S section car. 

 

 
A line forms at the most popular thing at National Train Day, blowing the Baldwin air horn. 
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The roof on the #405 complete and primer coat on. 

 

 
VT & S car side rails straightened and frame painted with primer. 
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The gift shop caboose painting has gotten underway. 

 

 
Ken Dickinson installs one of the #504 dome windows.  Russ Lassuy is inside supporting the window. 
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Dave Luca sweeps the cabooses in preparation of National Trail Day. 

 

 
The museums newest piece the 7013 anode flat car from the Arizona Eastern RR. 
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Stripping of the sidings of the #504 continues.  

 

 
Tired from installing windows in the #504 all morning Russ naps with hammer in hand. 
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The log car gets cleaned up and a coat of primer. 

 

 
Kids enjoy a cupola ride on National Train Day. 
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A line to get into the 2562.  

 

 
Jan Barham gets ready to receive riders on the caboose. 
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Getting ready for the first live feed, Caribe Devine checks her notes. 

 

 
Kids leave the gift shop just as someone blows the Baldwin air horn. 
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P. O. Box 842 Chandler, AZ 
85244 Sat. & Sun. 12:00 – 
4:00 (480) 821-1108  

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP AND FOR THE A.R.M.  

LIFE MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting rights. Dues are 
a single $300.00 payment.  

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting 
rights. Dues are $25.00 per year.  

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: A family living in the same household, entitled to all 
museum benefits, with full voting rights for one pe rson only. Dues are $30.00 per year.  

SENIOR CITIZEN MEMBERSHIP: A person over age 62, entitled to all 
museum benefits, with full voting rights. Dues are $20.00 per year.  

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting 
rights. Contribution of more than $50.00 but less t han $500.00 per year.  

CORPORATE SPONSORS: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting 
rights for one person. Contribution of $500.00 or m ore per year.  

Membership renewals are due on January 1st. Make ch ecks payable to: Arizona 
Railway Museum, Inc. Mail to: Membership Chairman A rizona Railway Museum  

P.O. Box 842 
Chandler, AZ 85244  

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE A.R.M.  

Yes, I am interested and concerned with the preserv ation, restoration and exhibition of 
relics, artifacts and materials pertaining to the r ailways of Arizona and the Southwest. I 
hereby apply for membership and submit my check or money order for the amount of  

$____________________ for one year's dues. ( Please  check the appropriate item ) 

_____ Life _____ Regular _____ Family _____ Senior Citizen _____ Sustaining _____ 

Corporate Sponsor 

Name_____________________________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________ _______________________ 

City______________________________________State____ _____Zip________________ 

E-Mail____________________________________________________________________ 

Family Names (as applicable for Family Membership ) _____________________________ 

Phone No.__________________ Signature of Applicant____________________________ 

Please check your particular interests and experien ce: _____ Restoration _____ 

Carpentry/Woodworking _____ Electrical/Mechanical _ ____ Painting _____ General 

Maintenance _____ Research _____ Clerical  

_____ Public Relations ____Other____________________________________________  


